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Gustav  wraps  up^  Ike  prep  raiyips  up 

By  William  H,  Pcfidiia  Jc  I 


MissiMippi  Baptist  disast^  relief  vol¬ 
unteers  prepared  more  than  22,500  meals 
in  the  amrmath  of  Hurricane  Gustav  for 
residents  of  soufhwest  Mississippi  who 
were  without  electricity  for  several  days 
after  dte  storm  —  and  they  remain  on 
alert  as  Hurricane  Ike  bears  do%vn  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  re(don. 

The  Missisrippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Task  Force's  mass  feedine  unit  prepared 
18,300  nwals  from  the  parking  lot  of  First 
Church,  Natchez,  while  a  smaller  feeding 
unit  from  Briar  Hill  Chtuth,  Florence,  pre- 
p»ed  about  4^200  meals  at  Diamondhead 
Church,  Diamondhead. 

Both  units  started  cooking  on 
September  3  and  closed  operations  on 
September  6.  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  fi|Ni|||4k  Force's  mass  feeding 
unit  utilizM  zimuned  volunteers,  while 
the  Briar  Hill  Church  unit  had  12  trained 
volunteers  oi^te. 
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i  Woman's  "We  are  Icwking  at  a  (Hurricane)  Rita- 
aison  to  ^  like  strike  which  Is  reminiscent  of  duee 
years  ago,"  Mick^  Caison,  the  North 
ito  that  part  American  Mission  Board's  adult  volunteer 
md  I  virould  mobilization  team  leader  and  director  of 
^  for  us  and  operations  at  he  Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
area.  It  was  Operations  Center,  told  Baptist  Press  on 
Mississippi  September  8. 

.adcey  State  "We  are  developing  an  evacuation  plan 
dollars  at  where  hey  will  be  orou^t  cnit  of  the  P^i- 
ble  impact  area  and  men  re-estabushed 
;aret  Lachey  after  Dee  goes  hrougjv"  he  said, 
tering  help  Caisem  told  Baptist  Press  he  is  con- 
of  nusdons  cemed  about  fati^e  among  he  volun- 
Mississippi  teers.  "We  are  Icxiking  at  wfeher  we  are 
dte  disaster  going  to  be  able  to  mobilize  enough  peo- 

Ele.  What  we  are  looking  at  now  is  mobi- 
zii«  from  farher  away. 

-elief  units  "I^r  instance,  Louisiana  is  running  out 
1  Hurricane  of  volunteers.  We're  going  to  have  to  bring 
if  of  Mexico  in  volunteers  from  c^her  states  to  support 


FIREPR  F 


Fireproof  is  one  hot  movie 


Sherwood  Church  member 
who  directed  Facing  the 
Giants,  and  they  talkeoabout 
Cameron's  involvement  in  a 
fuhue  protect.  About  a  year 
later,  Kendrick  called 
Cameron  with  an  offer  to  star 
in  Fireproof. 

"I  loved  the  fact  that  it  was 
an  all-volunteer  cast  and 
crew  and  I  loved  just  the 
motive  and  the  heart  Iwhind 
FaciM  the  Giants,*  Cameron 
told  Foust,  "and  my  wife  and 
I  thought,  'Wow,  this  is 


Nb  doubt  about  it  Sherwood 
Church  in  Albany,  Ga.,  which 
a  few  years  ago  had  a  vision 
to  reach  dw  world  for  Christ  with  the 
movie.  Facing  the  Giants,  has  anoth¬ 
er  surefire  hit  on  their  hands. 

Biepfoof  will  premien  SeptenAer 
26  in  theaters  across  five  country. 
Produced  with  five  times  dw  budg^  of 
Fadng  the  Giants  —  but  still  a  minis- 

_ cule  amount  of  nnon^  when 

compared  to  Hollywood 
blocidnisters  —  Fireproof 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Eital,  where  she  serves  as  a  pub-  dre  other  elements  of  a  good  script.  It's  obvi- 
c  relations  specialist.  The  difii-  ous  diat  Sonv  Pictures^  which  oought  into 
culties  they  experience  as  diey  Sherwcxxl  nctures  after  the  success  of 
attempt  to  mesh  their  disparate  Facing  the  Giants,  lent  a  great  deal  of  profes- 
goals  and  dreams  into  a  marital  sional  advice  to  this  production, 
relationship  will  be  well-known  Best  of  all.  Fireproof  is  a  true  Christ- 
to  all  couples  whether  they  want  centered  movie  that  portrays  God  and 
to  admit  It  or  iu>t.  His  Son  as  truly  invested  in  our  lives  and 

Caleb  wants  what  he  wants  interested  in  our  futures.  How  many  big- 
and  Elizabeth  wants  what  she  budget  Hollywood  productions  contain 
wants  and,  well,  you'll  just  have  to  see  die  that  message? 

movie  to  find  out  how  all  of  that  turns  out.  Cameron,  a  Hollywood  veteran  and 
Suffice  to  say,  however^  that  their  difficult  devout  Christian  who  starred  in  the  Left 
journey  has  many  twists  and  turns  —  Behind  movie  series,  told  Michael  Foust 
many  likely  unanticipated  by  even  the  of  Baptist  Press  that  he  became  interest- 
most  sophisticated  moviegoer.  ed  in  Sherwood  Pictures  after  meeting 

There  are  moments  diat  nnake  your  heart  some  Sherwood  Church  ministers  in  an 
soaz  and  moments  duit  make  ycur  heart  airport.  The  ministers  gave  him  a  DVD 
drop  to  the  floor.  Some  scenes  are  difficult  to  copy  of  Facing  the  Giants,  and  he  was 
watch.  There's  humor  and  action.  There  are  hooked  after  one  viewing, 
good  guys  and  bad  guys  and  conflict  and  all  Cameron  called  Alex  Kendrick,  the 
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euthanasia  movement's  ulti¬ 
mate  goal  is  death  on  demand 
for  everyone.  Acceptance  of 
euthanasia  in  select  cases  leads 
inevitably  to  an  ever-expand¬ 
ing  circle  of  those  considered 
"lollable.''  In  30 


Beware  soft  words 

By  Ken  Connor,  chairman 
Center  for  a  Just  Society 
Washington,  D.C. 


Assisted  suicide  was  l^alized 
in  Oregon  in  the  199(^  and 
pro-death  advocates  are  now 
pushing  hard  to  make  it  legal 
in  the  state  of  Washington, 
where  Initiative  1000  would 
allow  any  competmt  adult  suf- 
fering  from  a  terminal  illness  to 
make  a  written  request  for 
medication  that  the  patient 

may  self-administer  to  end  his  of  suicide:  "the  act  or 
or  her  life.  instance  of  taking  one's  own 

The  average  reader  would  life  voluntarily  and  intention- 
interpret  Initiative  1000  as  ally  especially  by  a  person  of 
helping  terminal  patients  com-  years  of  discretion  and  of 
mit  smcide,  plain  and  simple  sound  mind." 

—  but  the  euthanasia  move-  If  passed  this  November, 
ment  has  tried  to  mask  that  Initianve  1000  will  transform 
plain  truth  with  soothing  the  legal  landscape  of  the  state 
euphemisms.  Rather  than  of  Wa  •  •  ■  ■“ 

acknowledging  ffiat  the  initia-  would 
five  promom  assisted  suicide,  decade 
the  text  states  the  "request*  assiste 
will  allow  the  patient  to  end  that  ha 
their  life  *in  a  humane  and  ofprot 
dignified  manner.*  Aca 
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years  of 

unpunished  (and  eventually 
legalized)  assisted  suicide  in 
the  Netherlands,  the  circle  of 
accepted  killings  has  been 
broadened  to  include  the 
depressed,  the  disabled,  and 
infants  bom  with  birth  defects, 
according  to  an  article  in 
National  Review  magazine  by 
Wesley  J.  Smith. 

On(x  a  society  accepts  the 
right  to  commit  suicide  to  pre¬ 
vent  sufiering,  the  ri^t  to  kill 
to  prevent  suilering  follows. 
The  euthana»a  move- 
so  ment's  callous  disregard  for 
life  needs  to  be  unmasked, 
s  family  Behind  euphemisms  like 
"death  with  dignity*  and 
*end  of  life  choices*  lies  an 
not  insidious  assault  on  the  sanc- 
remember  basic  information  tiW  of  human  life.  Euffianasia 

advocates  view  “choice"  as 
the  ultimate  virtue  and  *free- 
^*  as  the  ulti- 


Poitmaster: 

Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O,  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


an  that  85-year-old  Kate  Cheney 
was  "cognitively  impaired^ 
because  she  suffered  from 
dementia  and,  therefore,  was 
not  qualified  to  pursue  assist¬ 
ed  suicide.  Her  family  then 
found  another  psychologist 
who  authorized  the  suicide. 

That  psycht 

^  ^  w  despite  noting  'fhe  undue 

parallel  Oregoivs  influence  of  Qreney'i  ' _ 

mg  acceptance  of  on  the  decision  and  that 

smcide,  a  practice  Cheney  was  so  mentally 

iven  rise  to  a  myriad  impaired  she  could 

1  ‘  "  _ 

about  her  cancer  diagnosis. 

In  2007,  two  nurses  in  _ 

Or^on  gave  Wendy  Melcher  dom  of  dioice' 

•  lethal  overdose.  Though  mate  freedom.  Stripped  of  its 
tms  was  illegal  (Oregon  oiuy  gloss,  however;  their  position 

to  pre-  IS  that  unless  one  has  me  free- 
^be  lethal  drugs),  one  of  dom  to  kill  himself,  he  isn't 
the  nurses  said  she  provided  really  free, 
the  overdoM  *b^ause  she  Irat's  a  perverse  view  of 
believ^  [Melcher]  to  be  in  fieedom  and  a  sad  view  of  life. 


Send  new>,  communication,  and 
addreM  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
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Christ 


Requests  the  ^ 
Honor  of 
:  Your 

^  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 

Simpiy  share  tite  Mkaeinst  prayer 
with  6od  in  your  oum  toon^ 

1.  Lont  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  snmed.) 

2.  I  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
dead\.  (I  repeat,) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  mve  to  fbiigive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  beiiave  fii  }eams,) 

A,  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  Bus 
time  on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationahip  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
amd  Lord,) 


(PCCWJmd 


More  Bwn  900  people  participate  in  a  NmhviUe  listaniitg  aewion 
called  by  the  Soudtem  Baptist  AUimee.  Participants  are  asked  to  ponder 
the  Question  ‘nVhere  do  we  go  from  here?”  The  meeting  b  called  follow- 
irtg  me  defeat  of  peeaidentiarcandidate  Richard  Jackson  of  Phoenix. 


If  you  atake  a  deciskm 
lesus  Christ  today,  coatm 
local  Baptist  churn  for  spir 
at  guidaace. 


Billy  Graham  Joirw  with  Southern  Baptist  evangelistic  leaders  in 
Hittg  aiKl  coormlcting  plaro  for  the  1959  simultaneous  Evairgeli 
usaw  during  the  recent  Home  Mission  Conference  at  Ridgecrest. 
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were  dropped  on  Nagaeaki 
and  Hiroanima  waa  telling 
me  o(  the  incredible^  inde- 
acribable  devaatation  that 
waa  there.  He  aaid  it  waa 
exactly  like  you  aee  in  the 
picturea  of  it.  Then  he  told 
I  our  new  life  in  Chriat,  Ck>d  me  thia  one  amazing  obaer- 
n  doea  not  ahape  ua  to  be  hard,  vation:  the  thinga  tiut  were 
!0'a  that  unyielding,  and  rigid  in  our  aquared  off,  auch  aa  the  walls 

and  the  buildings,  all  of 
those  aorta  of  things  were 
just  flattened  and/or  annihi¬ 
lated  but  some  of  the  round¬ 
ed  thinga  -  a  few  trees,  some 
,  some  things  of  that 
nature  survived. 

We  mi^t  well  live,  learn, 
and  survive  ourselves  if  we 
too  had  some  rounded  edges 
and  just  didn't  go  through 
life  taking  the  full  blast  of 
the  events  and  the  winds 
around  us.  Having  back^ne 
is  one  thing  while  being  flex¬ 
ible  is  another.  Our  Lord 
was  the  perfect  example  of 

{(entle  toughness.  Let  us  fol- 
ow  Him! 


that  ripped  on  roofa»  smashed 
windows,  and  toppled  huge 
trees.  At  the  hd^t  of  the 
destruction  the  report  was  that 
90,000  customers  were  without 
power.  In  dw  days  fbllo%ving 
Bte  storm  there  were  stUl  many 
who  were  without  po«ver. 
Scores  of  people  were  out  of 
dwir  houses,  and  would  be  that 
way  for  we^  or  mondu  while 
a  fallen  tree  was  removed  from 
their  roof  and  the  repairs 
would  take  a  long  time.  As  I 
drove  around  some  of  die  areas 
that  were  the  hardest  hit  I 
came  across  some  trees  mat 
you  |u8t  had  to  marvel  at  the 
power  of  die  wind  that  eidier 
broke  or  uprooted  diem.  Huge 
oak  trees  that  ranged  from  jxm- 
sibly  50-100  years  old  had  Men 
destroyed. 

Through  the  years,  as  1 
have  seen  those  kinds  of 
destructive  things  I  have 
paused  to  wonder  how  many 
storms  have  those  trees  been 
through  and  were  able  to 
withstand  nature's  fury?-  As  I 
came  across  some  huge  oak 
trees  and  large  pine  trees  that 
had  been  snappy  or  toppled, 

I  then  came  across  a  large 
planted  area  filled  with 
young  pines.  My  guess 
would  be  that  they  were  10  or 
12  yeare  old  and  not  one  pine 
tree  in  that  stand  was 
downed.  That  too  was  amaz¬ 
ing  because  Apparently  the 
storm  had  come  right  through 
that  area  and  toppled  giant 
trees  and  left  smaller  stands 
of  pine  trees  unscathed. 

Since  I  am  neither  a  tree 
nor  a  weather  expert,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  only  one 
thing  was  different  and  that 
was  the  flexibility  of  the 
young  trees.  While  the  old 
trees  had  no  doubt  been 
through  a  lot  in  their  lifetime, 
large  mature  trees  can  at 
times  become  stiff,  unbend¬ 
ing,  unyielding,  and  feel  as 
though  they  can  bulk  up 
agaiiut  the  force  of  the  wind 
only  to  their  own  detriment  at 
times.  Now  to  be  perfectly 
honest  and  certainly  fair,  you 
do  not  have  to  be  older  and 
maybe  in  the  senior  adult 
years  of  life  in  order  to 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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become  inflexible  in  life, 
have  seen  young  people  e 
before  they  hit  meir  2f 
have  a  fixed,  i  ‘ 
spirit  related  to  what  they 
think  and  the  way  they  deal 
with  others.  It  does  not  seem 
to  serve  them  well,  for  often 
times  the  winds  of  adversity  he  sal 
or  the  winds  of  others'  opin¬ 
ions  will  strike  them  down.  If 
in  the  process  of  growing  up, 
you  lock  into  your  opinions  y( 
and  lock  out  ofhers'  fwlings,  S] 
you  may  find  yourself  inflexi-  v 
ble  and  you  will  topple  ir 
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unbendable  approach  to  life  and  experi¬ 
ences.  In  fact,  if  you  listen  to 
Paul  as  he  enumerates  the 
various  aspects  of  the  fruit  of 
the  spirit  at  work  in  our  lives 

we  would  be  marked  poles, 
by  love,  joy,  peace,  gentle¬ 
ness,  meekness,  and  temper¬ 
ance.  Reading  those  words 
'ou  can  almost  feel  the  Holy 
Ipirit  shaping  a  life  so  that  ft 
will  have  some  understand¬ 
ing,  some  give  and  take,  and 
some  flexibility. 

People  who  do  not  want  to 
allow  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
I  am  not  talking  develop  and  shape  that  with- 
romising  or  in  any  in  them  tend  to  go  through 
;  up  significant,  life  knocking  heads  w^ 
truths  of  the  other  folks  and  sometimes 
am  talking  about  bangii^  their  head  against  a  The  author  can  be  contacted 
mg  with  folks,  wall  Sometimes  they  topple  at  jifutral9mbcb.org. 
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JXUE  LJPJC:  WFJGWV-LNY 
Clue: :  U»R 


Have  fun  wkh  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  kruiwledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  erKoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  h  subOltui^ 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeki 
puzzle:  lohn  One  Twelve. 


w%»w.>ufnefinwfanceoniine.cotT>. 

stained  glassworks,  JNC,  mvin^ 

MS  SAL  since  1992.  CoS 
SeiKl  your  resume  and  rcceiX  photograph  PERMA.COAT  SttNNC  JURBMODEL- 
to  timo(hy.j.caMM«ll#usace.army.mil,  INC;  virtyl  siding  funrooms,  metal  roots, 
and  lo  East  Roinle  Baptist  Church.  aSn:  house  washing  patio  coven  and  much 
CakKsell,  RO.  Box  7517,  Spanish  Fort,  more.  CaH  lames  Thompaon  at  601 -BSO- 

'^*^hama  36577. _  9620  or  601-932-3979 _ 

AVAIIAMJ  TO  SING  SOUTHERN  STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
GOSfH.  music.  Bobby  and  Debbie  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Class, 

Maskew.  We  wmSd  kwe  to  skig  lor  your  jackson,  877-477-1899. _  _ 

church,  revNai,  senior  citiaens  or  cMc  CLARK  AUCTIONSe  SELL  TOUR  REAL 
group.  Please  caH  601-543-5550.  estate  or  busineis  in  30  ihvs.  VW  buv 

A^IMEANIMWT:  NTO  A  FIANISn  estates.  Nki  dad,  lU.  BmE  and  *1^ 
We  haw  piano  CDs  for  churches  to  sing  tionaec  601-317-2536. 
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NEW  HOPE  lAmST  CHURCH,  MT 
Olive,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  music  dtoKtor. 
Please  send  resume  to  biWy  evens,  365 
ML  Olive,  Rd.,  Prentiss,  MS.  Or  call  601- 
792-6606,  or  email  to  bevansOI  Awind- 
ttream.neL 

CAUSEWILLE  lAPTKT  CHURCH, 
Meridian,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  youth 
pastor  to  lead  our  Bible  study  and 
youth  activities.  Must  have  a  passion 
for  leading  youth  ages  12-18.  Send 
resume  to  Causeyville  Baptist  Church, 
6192  Causayville-Clarke  Road, 

Meridian.  MS  39301. _ 

WE  ARE  CURRENTLY  SEEKING  A 
parMkne  or  bi-vocational  minisier  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  senior  aduks.  Resumes  may  be 
sent  to  235  Bude  B^  Rd.,  Budc,  MS 
39630.  >bu  can  contact  Bie  church  oRIce 
at  601-384-2326  or  email 
bradAtiiiiude.com  for  more  kdormation. 
PELAHATCHIE  RAPTBT  CHURCH  IS 
•Mking  a  part-time  Mbiisler  of  Muak  for 
Worihfo  Sarvkxa,  XdiiR,  youth,  and  chO- 
dianY  choirs.  Pfoaae  forvwrd  resume  to 
foe  Rdahatchie  Baptist  Church  March 
mmmitlee,  P  O  Boa  B7h  PWahatchie, 
MS  39145,  attc  Due  MdOnion.  Email; 


RitelhiB*Rilrihclcc«RittflACA 
Iktk  lo  Bffl  daric  f01-7S(M36i 
wwwjltewaybua(MlM.com 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


nc  POIKVIUE,  MBS.,  B  SraONG  A 
folhime  pastor.  Plaaia  mail  rswmt  to 
Randy  Lae  5794  SCR  131,  Morton,  MS. 
39117.  Or  email  to 


SALEM  RAmST  CHURCH,  MAtmAU 
county.  Miss.,  seeking  part-time  youth 
(tractor  with  potential  for  gmwth.  Plaaue 
send  resume  to  search  oommiBee,  P.O. 
Bqk  734,  RMS  Camp,  MS  3B6S9. 
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Watermelon  vines  in  the  grass:  Religion,  Gardening,  and  Politics 


By  RobOumbcn 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Contmission 


Baptists  have  historically  held  the 
view  that  the  U^.  Cmstitution's  First 
Amendment  guarantees  religious  liber¬ 
ty  to  express  meir  convictions  on  moral 
and  cultural  issues.  This  freedom  was 
intended  to  reign  not  only  at  diurch  but 
also  everywhere  from  town  hall  to  the 
halls  of  Congress. 

In  dte  20m  Century  it  became  politi¬ 
cally  nrudnstream  that  relijrious  convic¬ 
tions  on  issues  were  not  allowed  in  any 
area  of  government  This  idea  took  root 
with  the  unconstitutioiuil  1947  ruling  by 
dte  U5.  Supreme  Court  in  Everson  v. 
Board  of  Education. 

This  decision  misinterpreted  the 
Constitution  as  wril  as  ThonuM  Jefferson's 
statennent  on  a  wall  of  separation  between 
church  and  state.  The  high  omul  erred  in 
judgment  when  they  said  the  'Tirst 
Amendment  has  erected  a  wall  between 
church  and  state.  That  wall  must  be  kept 
high  arkl  impregiuible.  We  could  not 
approve  die  sluhtest  bleach." 

ludoea  pcdiBcians,  and  secular  media 


high  and  impregnable,  we  couici  not  ne 
approve  die  sughtest  breach."  gan 

Judges^  pcwBcians,  and  secular  media  md 

Archbishop  calls 


have  taken  firm  hold  of 
diis  misconstrued  idea 
of  the  "wall  of  separa¬ 
tion."  They  have  incor¬ 
rectly  and  persistently 
interpreted  Jefferson's 
original  intent  to  mean 
that  there  can  be  no 
acoommcxlation  of  rdi- 
Chambers  gion  in  any  area  of  gov¬ 
ernment.  Tnis  is  why  sec¬ 
ularists  want  to  keep  prayer  exit  of  schcx)l 
and  remove  Gcxl  fi^  our  currency  and 
from  cxir  Pledge  of  ADegianoe. 

Jefferson's  original  intent  was  fex*  a  "wall 
of  separation"  to  restrict  the  government 
from  interfering  widi  religious  liber^, 
NOT  to  restrict  churches'  invedvement  m 
goverrunent  as  decided  in  Everson  v.  Board 
ofEtbuotion. 

Jefierson's  idea  of  separation  can  be 
ex^ained  usiire  a  gardening  example. 

1  recall  my  fiidiCT  plantii^  a  small  vm- 
etable  garden  in  the  MckyiTO.  Over  die 
years  he  oontimied  to  expimd  the  garden. 
He  persisbently  kept  the  grass  out  of  die 
garewn  but  was  not  oononned  if  water- 
mdon  vines  grew  into  die  grass. 


Jefferson's  intent  is  like  diis;  the  gar¬ 
den  is  the  area  of  rdigkxis  liberty,  die 
area  beyond  the  garden  is  the  gc>vem- 
ment,  the  boundary  between  the  two  is  a 
wall,  and  the  vine  growing  into  die  grass 
is  the  expression  of  religious  liberty 
crossing  the  wall  into  government.  The 
wall  is  to  protect  the  churdt  from  the  govern¬ 
ment-  NuT  the  government  from  the  church. 

According  to  Jefferson,  die  diurch 
ccxild  fiecfy  exercise  its  influence  beyond 
the  wall  mto  die  public  realm  at  die 
churdi's  discredcxi.  Had  Jefferscxi  intend¬ 
ed  a  strict  restriction  of  rdigion  from  gov¬ 
ernment  he  wcxild  not  nave  allowed 
Christian  worship  and  taken  part  in  it  at 
the  US.  Capitd. 

In  addifioa  he  asked  the  rhetcxical 
cjuesticxv  "And  candle  liberties  of  a  naticxi 
be  dxxi^t  secure  if  we  have  loM  die  only 
firm  ba&^  a  convictkxi  in  die  minds  of  die 
peoi^  that  these  liberties  are  die  gift  of 
Gcxi?  That  diey  are  not  to  be  violated  but 
with  His  wrathr  Jettmon  bdieved  diat  if 
anycxie  could  vic^ate  one' s  rriigicxis  liber¬ 
ty,  it  ccxild  cxily  be  God 

As  a  result  of  die  above  ccxirt  caser  the 
church  luis  lost  much  ground  cxi  rriigkxis 


liberty  but  has  wrongfy  been  led  to  think 
that  nrioe  die  goveinment  has  chopped  off 
the  vine  of  prayer  in  schcxil  that  pastors 
can't  speak  cm  moral  issues. 

Let  us  reverse  the  trend  of  churches 
stepping,  away  frenn  their  Gcxl-appoint- 
ed,  prophetic  role  of  speaking  cm  moral 
issues,  and  cease  handing  it  over  to  a  se<> 
ular  society  who  increasingly  calls  evil 
gcxxl  and  gcxxl  evil. 

Widi  die  presidential  electiem 

_ L! _ 


tkms,  a  2006  Democrat /Republican 
Platform  Comparison,  and  a  2006 
Presidential  Voter  Gmde  focusing  on 
issues  like  aborticxi,  dvil  ri^ts,  enem, 
same-sex  'marriage,'  hate  crimes,  and  me 
medxxl  of  inte^reting  the  law  when 
appointir^  judges. 

These  resources  will  be  made  available  f^ 
free  download  Inf  October  1st  at  ipcoiachns- 
tianaction.com  and  at  the  MS  Baptist 
Omoention  on  October  28tii  and  290i  at  Bte 
CACbooA.  You  mav cttll(601-292-S329) and 
request  hardcopies  rjonde  suppUes  last. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Speaker  of  the  US.  Hcxjse  of 
Representatives  Nancy  Pekisi,  a 
Roman  CadioUcr  has  been  invited 
by  die  archbishop  of  her  home 
efiooese  to  meet  with  him  regard- 
ii^  her  recent  comments  on  abon 
tion  diat  contradict  church  teach- 


Francisoo  Archbishop 
George  Niederauer  armounoed 
his  mvitatkm  to  Pelosi  in  a 
September  5  oohimn  in  the  arch¬ 
diocese's  newspaper,  Cadiolic 
San  Francisoo. 

Niecierauer  is  the  latest  in  a 
Bucoesaiem  of  Cadiolic  leaders 
who  have  refuted  oontentkxis 
made  by  Pdoai  in  an  August  24 
interview  cm  NBCs  the 
Press  that  the  Cadiolic  Church 
has  been  unable  to  define 
through  the  centuries  when  life 
begins  and  hM  only  in  the  last  50 
years  determined  it  starts  at  ooiv 
oepticai. 

In  his  oohimi\  Niederauer  dis¬ 
cussed  the  widiholdirre  of  com¬ 
munion  to  Cathobes  who  willful¬ 
ly  violate  the  church's  teaching 
cm  such  issues  as  abortiort 
Althou^  Niederauer  did  not 
declare  a  poaitkm  cm  die  poten¬ 
tial  disdpmie  of  Pelosi,  he  said  it 
is  his  respcxisibility  to  dedde 
how  to  dad  with  the  issue  and  he 
hM  invited  her  to  take  part  in  a 
"conversation  with  me  about 
these  matters." 

Pdoai,  who  hM  served  m  a 
Democratic  representative  fiom 
San  Francisco  ror  nearly  22  years, 


dicited  strong  protest  from  die 
Cadiolic  dem  and  laity  vAsen 
die  said  on  Meet  the  Press  diat 
die  church  hM  been  indecisive  on 
nHhen  life  begins.  She  also  argued 
it  doesn't  matter  what  die  correct 
answer  is,  because  a  woman's 
rig^  to  an  abortion  trumps  an 
unborn  baby's  ri^ts,  regaixlless 
of  when  his  life  begins. 

Pdoei,  asked  aboutdiebegiiv 
ning  of  life  by  Meet  die  Press  host 
Tom  Brokaw,  responded,  "I 
would  say  that  m  an  ardent, 
practicing  CathediQ  this  is  an 
msse  diK  I  have  studied  for  a 
loi^  time."  Pdosi,  whose  voting 
record  hM  strong  si^mortea 
abortkm  ri^ts,  cemtinued, 
"...and  nhat  I  know  is,  over  the 
centuries,  the  doctors  of  the 
church  have  not  been  able  to 
make  the  definitiem.  ...We  don't 
know.  The  point  is,  is  that  it 
ahcxildn't  have  an  impact  on  the 
woman's  ri|^  to  choose." 

Broluw  reidied  the  Cadioik 
Church  "at  me  mcxnent  feels 
very  strong^  abcxit  life  begin- 
nbwatconoeption. 

*I  undersbBid,''  die  respond¬ 
ed,  "and  dds  is  like  miwbe  50 
years  or  somediing  like  that  So 
again,  over  die  histocy  of  the 
dmi^  this  is  an  issue  of  contro- 
veiay  but  it  is^  it  is  also  true  diat 
Gcxi  hM  given  us,  each  of  us,  a 
free  will  and  a  re^xmsibility  to 
answer  for  our  actions." 

The  U.S.  Conference  of 
Cadiolic  Bishops,  plus  several 
members  of  die  ccxiteience,  firm¬ 


ly  rejected  Pelosi's  asserticxis.  She 
''misrepresented  the  history  and 
nature^  of  die  Cadiolic  Church's 
teaching  against  abcxtkm,  said 
Cardind  Justin  Rigali,  chairman 
of  the  US  Bishops'  Committee 
on  Pro-life  Activities,  and  ffishop 
William  Lori,  chairman  of  die 
Ccxnmittee  on  Dcxrtrine,  in  an 
August  26  news  rdease. 

they  said  the  church's 
Catechism  teaches,  "Since  die 
first  century  die  Church  has 
affirmed  the  moral  evil  of  every 
procured  aboctiem  This  teaching 
hM  not  changed  and  remains 
unchangeable.  Direct  abexifon, 
that  is  to  say,  aborticxi  willed 
either  m  an  end  or  a  means,  is 
gravdy  ccxitrary  to  die  mextd 
UIW* 

"Hlhe  Church  teaches  diat 
fixxn  me  time  of  oonoeption  (fer- 
tilizationX  each  member  of  the 
human  spedes  must  be  given  the 
full  re^)^  due  to  a  human  per- 
sexv  begfoning  with  reroect  for 
the  funmuneiw  right  to  life." 

Archbidiops  who  weighed  in 
on  Pdosi's  comments  and  cor¬ 
rected  the  record  cxi  Catholic 
teaching  on  abcxtkxi  induded 
Edward  Egan  of  New  York, 
Donald  Wuerl  of  Washington, 
Francis  Gecxge  of  Chicago,  and 
Charles  Chaput  of  Denver. 

Niederauer  said  many 
Catheto  had  written  him  letters 
and  e-mails  expressing  "their  dis¬ 
may  and  concern"  al^t  Pdosi's 
comments. 

William  Dcxiohue  of  die 


Catholic  League  for  Religicxis 
and  Qvil  Ri^ts  ccxnmended 
Niederxnier  and  said  Pelosi 
shcxild  have  anncxinced  she 
would  no  longer  present  hersdf 
for  communkxi.  • 


"Instead,  she  chose  to  defy  the 
teachings  oif  die  Catholic  Church, 
misrepresent  them  in  jpubik  and 
ccxitinue  to  insist  mat  she  is 
lif^"  Donohue  saicL  "Thus  hM 
she  beckcxied  her  bishop  to  act" 


NOBTS  partially  open  until 
electricity  is  fully  restored 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Many  residents  at  the  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 
main  campus  received  the 
news  for  which  diey  had  been 
waiting:  at  least  a  partial 
reoperiu^  of  die  campus  after 
last  week^s  evacuaticxi  caused 
by  Hurricane  Gustav. 

Just  after  noon  on 
September  5,  a  text  message 
notified  students  of  the 
opportunity  to  return.  The 
camptu  was  open  for  the  par¬ 
tial  return  starting  during  the 
daylight  hours  or  September 
5.  A  more  detailed  explana¬ 
tion  of  die  return  plan  wm 
posted  on  the  seminary's 
website. 

Seminary  President  Chuck 
Kelley  said  power  has  been 
restored  to  the  Manor 
Apartments,  Staff  Village, 
Courtyard  Apartments,  Oaks 
Apartments,  Farnsworth 
Apartments,  and  all  town- 
homes  except  4303,  4305,  and 
4307  Iroquois. 


All  odier  hcxising  on  cair^nis 
is  still  withcnit  power. 
Residents  ot  apartments  with- 
cxit  power  are  not  yet  allowed 
to  rnum.  Louisiana  safety  code 

grovisicMis  prohibit  the  occupa- 
cxi  c»f  multi-hcxising  units  that 
do  not  have  power. 

Kdley  rernainB  hopeful  diat 
the  odier  campus  hoewng  units 
will  receive  power  in  the  next  few 
days.  He  encouraged  membere  of 
the  seminary  fanuly  to  watch  for 
status  updi^  on  the  seminary 
wdwite  at  wwwjiobtsedu. 

Kelley  also  issued  a  few 
words  of  warning  for  those  who 
return.  "We  are  told  a  curfew  is 
stUl  in  effect,  so  plan  to  arrive 
during  dayli^t  hcxits  cxily,"  he 
wrote  in  nis  update.  "If  3rcxi 
ccxne,  fill  up  your  car  widi  gM 
bdkxe  entmng  New  Oriei^ 
Briiig  grocertes  widi  you.  We 
think  much  of  New  Orleans  will 
be  bade  to  normal  by  Mcxiday 
(September  8).  It  is  not  there  yet. 

*If  ycxi  come,  be  prepared 
for  inconvenience,"  Kelley  said 
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BAPTISTS 


1.  CroMgatct 


CroMgatct  Chordw 
Brandi  will  present 
Responding  to  Ihim  Not 
Reacting  to  Circumstances 
conference  and  hi^  tea 
witit  Alicia  WUluunson 
Garda,  Sept.  26  and  27.  For 
tidcets  and  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  825-2562  or 
vfarit  www.cro88gate8.<Hg. 


Corinth  Chordi.  Magee, 
reo^nizes  its  Bible  drillers. 
Shown,  from  left,  are 
Creston  Giles*  Callie  May, 
Thylor  White,  and  Qaytbn 


6.  Morgan  Chapd  Chordi  GAs 


m  Bible^arilleis,  Coifoth 


Churdi,  Magee 


3.  Hall  ordination 


4.  RAa,  Calvaiy  Church,  Bogne  Chltfo 


RA  camp  at  Centru  Hills. 
Shown  are  Brian  •Rippy, 
TUcker  Smith,  Dylan  Try, 
Regan  Wallace,  Nathan 
Biloo,  Grant  Leake,  and 
Cormer  Douglas. 

New  Palestine  Church, 
Picayune,  licensed  Zack 
Polk  to  the  mirtistry  Aug.  3. 
Shown  are  Waytw  Carter 
Polk,  and  Philip  Caples. 

GAs  from  Morgan  Chapel 
Church,  Sturgis,  recently 
served  at  the  Sturgis  Bike 
Rally.  Shown  are  the  par- 
tidf^ts. 


S.  Polk  ordhurtion 


Todd  Wilson,  concert  organ¬ 
ist,  will  be  featured  at 
Northminster  Church, 
Jackson,  Sept.  IZ  7*30  p.m. 
Free.  For  more  irdoimation, 
caU(601)  962-4703. 

Nortii  Long  Beach  Church, 
Long  Beach,  ordained 
James  Carutiters  as  deacon 
Aug.  24.  Shown  are  pastor 
Charles  Bormei;  Carutiwrs, 
and  Katiiy  Carutiiers. 

Egypt  Church,  Chickasaw 
County,  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  Aug.  17.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  pastor  La^  Jeffries, 
Joe,  Toa  Jacee  Claire  and 
Angela  Ellis. 

Ackerman  Church, 

Ackerman,  *  recently 
ordairwd  Gary  Vau^m  and 
Chris  Jenkins  as  deacons, 
^lown  are  AMD  Roy 
Hawkiru,  pastor  Darmy 
Irvin,  Vaughn,  and  Jenkins. 


8.  Carutiiers  ordination 


9.  Egypt  Churdi  baby  dedication 


10.  Vra^ui  and  Jenkins  ordination 
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Omt  Bnuftdi  CSittfdi, 
YtmuM  Revival  Sept  14  - 
17;  Sun,  1030  ajn.  and  6 
pjn,  bom  aervicea  folkyvved 
^  meala;  Mon.  -  Vfcd,  7 
pm;  Randy  Lawman  and 
Dint  apeakera;  Hm 

MoRisonr  muaic 


Syhranna  dniidt  Waaon; 
Homecoming,  Sept.  14; 
Simday  School  9:45  a.in.; 

1030  am,  followed 
W  covered  dirit  hmchjerry 
^•riow,  epeaker;  lUien 
Hardy  Fiak,  muaic;  Stuart 
Qvena^paBtoc 

New  Promcct  Ckordv 


3.  New  Pioq>cct 
Bfookhavcn:  Ho 


Bfookhavcn:  Homeoomii^ 
14;  Sunday  School  10 
am;  worrfdp,  11  am,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  hind\  and  130 
pm.;  Robert  Mghta,  apeak- 
ec  Ibiry  Wauaec  Steve  and 
Liaay  Smidv  and  Vonda 
Laird,  muaic 


4.  Noftfi  Calvary  Church, 


Philadd>hia:  Ri^val  Sept 
14  -  17rsuiKiay  Schod,  9:45 


am.;  wonhip,  11  am,  fol-  8. 
low^  by  covered  diah 
hmch;  diacipleah^  training, 

5  pm,*  worahip,  6  pm.; 

Mon.  -  noon  (hmch 
movided)  and  7  pm.;  Don 
Tayloc  apeaker;  Karen 
Cumberland,  muaic  9. 

Lawrence  Rinmdi^  paator. 

5.  Meadoffwiew  Church, 

Slafkville:  Revival  S^  19 - 
24;  Rodney  and  Mandy 
Keidv  meakera;  Jerome  Key, 
inuaic  n  more  iidonnation, 

(in  (66^32^2963. 

10. 

6.  Zion  IfiD  Churdi,  Weaaon: 
Revival  Sept  14- 18, 7 pm.; 
Matthew  Cillicm,  apeidcer; 

Joah  McCormick,  muaic; 

Tom  McCormick,  paator. 

7.  Flrat  Church,  Cdllna:  Lay 
renewal  wedcend  Sept  12  -  11. 
14;  Fii,  630  am;  Sat,  10 
am,*  Sim,  9:45  am  aivl  6 

'  pm.;  Sidniw  EOkt  ooordina-  -ar 
tcM’;  Jamea  £  SmitK  paator. 


Union  South  Church, 
Seminary:  100  vtu  cele¬ 
bration,  Sept.  21,  10  a.m., 
follow^  by  covered  diah 
lunch;  Jen  Eaaterling, 
apeaker. 

Calvary  Church, 

Greenwood:  Revival, 

Sept.  21  -  24;  Sun.,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Billy  Smidt  apeaker; 
Benny  Rigby  and  apedal 
gueaC  muaic;  Wayne 
Kimbrough,  paator. 

Sand  Ridge  Church,  Lakr. 
90th  amuveraary  home¬ 
coming,  Sept.  21,  10  a.m.; 
hiatory  by  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren;  Ken  Weat  apeaker; 
old  faahion  day  wim  limch 
and  feUowahip. 

.  Hurricane  Creek  Church, 
Sandy  Hook:  95h  anniver- 
aary.  Sept.  M  -  21;  Sat,  6 
p.m.  fellowship;  Sun.,  10:30 
a.m,  followed  py  lunch  and 
afternoon  services;  M.L. 
Wallace,  speaker. 


12.  Bradford  Chi^d  Churc^ 
Goto  Springa:  75m 
anniveraary.  Sept.  21,  2 
pm;  Joey  Hamilron;  speak¬ 
er;  fbr  information  call 
(662)  637-2731  or  visit 
www.bradfbrdchapdmet.  . 

13.  Firat  Church,  Fannin: 
Revival  Sqpt  21-24;  Sun, 
83(1  1030  am  and  6  pm,* 
Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Kfidiad 
Bird,  Jay  Rkhardaorv  Gary 
Rkhaidaon,  Ralph  Henaoa 
and  Rkh  Henaon,  qseakers; 
Ron  Bird,  paitoc 


14  Center  Itemce  Church, 
Cantem  Revival  Sq)t  21  - 
24;  Sun,  10*30  am  and  6 
pm.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm,* 
Ibmmy  Mitchell  speaker; 
Curtia  Cartel  music 


15.  Rawto  Spttana  Church, 
Hattieabmg;  125th  tmivet- 
aary  homecoming  and 
revival  Sept  21  -24^Siin,  10 
am.  1^  6  pm.;  Mon.  - 
Wed,  7  pm.;  Byron  Howdl 
speaker;  Rob^  Fenndl 
music  John  Codadl  paatoc 


1.  Flnt  Church,  Durant,  has  called  Robert  Herring  as  minister  of 
music.  Herring  is  an  employee  of  M4F  bank  and  reaidea  in 
Hesterville.  ^own  are  Herring,  Kim  Herring,  paator  Ed 
McDaniel  and  Libby  Mi^aniel. 


15.  Weal  family 


11.  New  Life  Fellowship 
Church,  Oakland,  will  be 
hosting  a  gospel  singing  fea¬ 
turing  the  Shadrix  Trio  »pt. 

20. 7  p.m. 

12.  Willow  Pointc  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  is  hosting 
Brian  Neal  in  concert  Sept. 

25. 7  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (601)  296-0555. 

13.  Highland  Church,  Natchez, 
is  nosting  a  wiWlife  expo 
Sept.  18, 6:30  p.m,  featuring 
Elmer  Jackson,  Davia 
Fortenberry,  Gene  Hoyt, 
and  speakers  from  the 
Mississippi  Department  of 
Wildlife,  interactive  shoot¬ 
ing,  frw  food,  and  door 
pmes.  Free.  For  tickets  call 
(601)  304-1101  or  442-5263. 

14.  Freedom  Church,  Laurel  is 
hosting  a  Women  Serving 
God  conference  Sept.  20, 
8:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m.,  featur¬ 
ing  Fay  Pearson,  Becl^ 
Brown,  and  Kandi 
Anderson.  Fw  information, 
caU  (601)  428-1955  or  email 


1.  Herrings  and  McDaniels 


The  Sarah  Gillespie  Collection,  the  most  complete  collection 
of  art  prciduced  by  Mississippians  in  the  20th  century,  will  be 
housed  in  a  new  gallery  under  construction  at  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  of  William  Carey  University.  Iris 
Easterling,  curator,  and  the  collection  were  recently  recog¬ 
nized  by  Laura  Bush  at  the  Southeastern  Museums  , 
Conference  in  New  Orleans. 

Daniel  Caldwell  dean  of  die  Cooper  S<^ool  of  Missions  and 
Biblical  Studies  at  William  Carey  Univeraity,  and  Dale 
Holloway,  biv(Kational  strategist  for  die  NQssissippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  pose  for  picriires  before  Hollowa/s  lecture 
to  WCU  cimrdi  related  vocatiems  students.  Established  by 
Carey,  the  Patricia  and  Dale  Holloway  Center  for  Biv(xational 
Ministries  was  named  to  honor  die  memory  of  Mrs.  Holloway 
and  to  reex^gnize  ^  work  of  Dr.  Holloway. 


16.  VBS,  Ackerman  Church 

online  at  WWW.mbcb.Otg, 
to  learn  about  all 
Mississippi  Baptist  mitelon  opprotunities. 


icti  wi  aciviw  w  uivu 

diuidi  Aug.  10.  Shown  are 
the  Wests. 

16.  Ackerman  Church, 

Ackerman:  Vacation  Bible 
Sdiool  July  14  - 18;  average 
attendance,  over  100,  wim 
several  children  saved. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


2.  Caldwell  and  Holloway 
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Pastors,  congregations  seem  to  differ  on  Bible  issues 


our  confession.  That  battle  is  over  and  cent  somewhat  agree,  eight  percent  j 
done.  However,  I  believe  that  the  bat-  neither  agreed  nor  disagree,  two  per-  * 
tie  for  the  authority  and  sufficiency  of  cent  somewhat  disagree  and  one  per-  ® 
God's  Word  is  never  really  done.  It  is  cent  strongly  disagn^.  ^ 

as  old  as  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  will  Scott  McConnelC  associate  director  of  ^ 
continue  until  Jesus  comes  back.  LifeWay  Researdi,  said  this  shows  that,  ^ 

"As  we  can  see.  Southern  Baptists  "While  Southern  Baptist  pastors  are  ^ 
pastors  are  overwhelmingly  inerrantists  united  in  their  view  of  the  inerrancy  of  \ 
—  but  they  are  also  discerning  enough  Scripture,  they  must  be  aware  that  1  out  ^ 

of  4  people  who  attend  their  churches 
each  month  consider  the  Bible  less  than  | 
totally  accurate  or  authoritative."  j 
Research  for  The  Shape  of  Faith  to ' 
pe  olf  Faith  to  Come,  Come  was  conducted  in  2007  among  ^ 

69%  of  adults  who  ^500  adults  who  attend  a  Protestant ! 

atfend  an  SBC  dturdi  at  least  once  a  church  at  least  once  a  month.  The . 

month  strongly  agree  that  "the  Bible  is  Southern  Baptist  sample  within  this  ' 

the  written  Word  of  God  and  is  totally  study  provides  95%  confidence  that 
accurate  in  all  that  It  teaches."  Eleven  sampling  error  did  not  exceed  +6.1%  .  * 
^uthem  Baptist  pastors  disag^d  percent  in  the  LifeWay  Research  survey  All  of  the  other  questions  were  * 
Among  Southern  Baptist  pastors,  100%  with  the  statement  (21%  strongly  dis-  somewhat  agreed  with  the  statement,  included  in  an  online  survey  of  778  . 

‘  ‘  •  .  ..  11%  neither  agreed  nor  disagreed,  five  Southern  Baptist  senior  pastors  in* 

large  minority  percent  disagreed  somewhat  and  three  2008.  The  pastors  agreed  to  be  sur-  * 

*■  *  ■  '  veyed  online  while  participating  in  a  | 

previous  survey  that  was  mailed  to  all  * 
Muthem  Baptist  pastors.  While  the 
attend  an  SBC  church  at  least  once  a  number  responding  to  individual 
igly  agree  that  "the  Bible  is  questions  varies,  the  sample  size  pro-  ‘ 
the  authoritanve  source  of  truth  and  vides  95%  confidence  that  sampling 
wisdom  for  daily  living."  Twelve  per-  error  did  not  exceed  +3.5%. 


NASHVILLE,  Tn.  (BP)  —  Research  none  disagreed, 
from  two  studies  by  LifeWay  Research  Ed  Stetzer,  director  of  LifeWay 
indicates  a  disconnect  between  Research,  not^,  "It  is  clear  that  the 
^uthem  Baptist  pastors'  view  of  inerrancy  debate  is  settled  among  the 
Scripture  ana  those  of  the  people  in  SBC  pastors  we  surveyed.  They  all 
their  pews.  believe  in  inspiration  with  a  very  small 

The  research  arm  of  LifeWay  percent  not  also  affirming  inerrancy. 

Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  uiis  is  a  remarkably  high  number." 

Baptist  Convention  conducted  one  Although  Southern  Baptists  strong- 
study  this  springamong  a  representa-  ly  believe  in  inerrancy,  they  indicate  to  know  that  we  must  alwai^  be  on 
tive  sample  of  ^8  Southern  Baptist  that  the  "battle  for  the  Bihle"  is  not  guard  against  compromise  ana  error." 
pastors.  A  second  study,  in  2007,  sur-  over.  LifeWay  Research  asked  for  the  Brad  Wagoner,  vice  president  of 
veyed  2,500  adults  who  attend  a  pastors'  level  of  agreement  with  the  B&H  PublishiM  Group,  in  his  upcom- 
Protestant  church  at  least  once  a  statement,  "In  the  Southern  Baptist  ing  book.  The  Sr 
month,  including  260  who  attend  Convention,  the  battle  for  the  Bible  is  reports  that  onl 
Southern  Baptist  oiurches.  over  and  won." 

Southern  Baptist  pastors  were  asked  On  this  item,  opinions  differed  dra- 
to  indicate  their  level  of  agreement  matically  from  the  questions  of  inspi- 
with  die  statement,  "I  believe  in  the  ration  and  inerrancy.  The  majority  of 
divine  inspiration  of  Scripture."  f  * 

Among  Southern  Baptist  pastors,  100%  with  the  statement '(21%  strongly  dis- 
strongW  agreed  with  that  statement.  agreed  and  31%  somewhat  disagreed). 

To  clariry  further  their  beliefs  about  At  the  same  time,  a  I  „  . 

Scripture,  Southern  Baptist  pastors  agreed  (nine  percent  strongly  agreed  percent  disagreed  strongly, 
were  ask^  to  agree  or  aisagrM  with  i^ile  33%  somewhat  agreed).  Research  tor  Wagoner's  book  also 

the  statement,  "I  believe  in  the  "The  numbers  remind  us  that  we  indicated  that  only^%  of  adults  who 
inerrancy  of  Scripture."  Among  still  have  work  to  do,"  said  Thom  S. 

Southern  Baptist  pastors,  97%  stron^y  Rainer;  president  of  LifeWay  Christian  month  stronj 
agreed  with  that  statement,  anoAer  Resources.  "Yes,  we  have  settled  the  '  ' 

two  percent  somewhat  agreed,  and  issue  of  the  audiority  of  Scripture  in 


BEQING  (^)  -  A  popular  for  personal  fi 
house  churoi  leader  and  his  sions  of  faidi  ai 
wife  were  released  from  govern-  When  such 
ment  cuMody  in  China  reoendy,  adcnowledged 
but  that  good  news  was  over-  die  peddon  sal 
shadowed  by  die  fact  diat  freedom  streng 
coundess  odier  Chinese  and  the  counu 
Chrisdans  still  are  imprisoned,  prosperity." 
including  bodcstore  owner  Shi  Representatives  from  China 
Weihan  who  has  been  described  Aid  delivered  the  petitio 
as  "uiueoognizable"  following  the  Chinese  Emoassy 
his  poor  treatment  in  detention.  Washington  Sept.  4. 

^  }^ang  "Bike"  Mingxuan,  _  "Whfle  rek _ . 

(  *  .  *  -•  -  • 

House —  Church,  and  his  wife  corned  by  die  petitioner  < 

Xie  Fenglan  were  released  continues  to  urge  die  Cnl 
from  Public  Security  Bureau  government  to  stop  its  co 
custody  August  29  out  were  wnt  record  of  ille^  reUf 
told  dvey  o^d  not  return  to  persecution  and  to  release  < 
Bering  until  the  end  of  die  Chinese  Christians  who 
Paralympics  September  16,  been  wron^Uy  imprist 
according  to  the  human  rights  for  dieir  faith  ...,"  China 
group  Cuna  Aid  AssodatiOT.  said  in  a  news  rel 


again  and  fbcoed  to  fears  mat  he  would  use  his  for-  m 
skxi"  saying  he  had  eign  connections  to  embarrass  me 
le  print^  and  dis-  Crana  diuring  the  Games.  224 

I  large  number  of  American  businessman  Ray  For 
ttions.  ^larpeisoneof^'s  many  for-  din 

Direct  said  the  eign  friends,  and  he  testified  Oil 
in  Public  Security  Bureau  officials  ei^er  this  year  to  die  Chinese  Beti 
in  Beijing  initially  denied  hav-  Christian's  strong  patriotism.  Hal 
2hang  "Bike"  Mingxuan,  "While  die  release  of  Pastor  ing  Shi  in  custody,  but  after  his  1  know  him  tooe  a  successful  be  i 
chairman  of  the  Federation  Zhang  Mingxuan  was  wel-  attorney  applied  pressure,  they  travd  agent  because  he  works  so  825 
*  •  •  •  ■'  -- -  ' 'i  a  single  visit  wim  hard  to  tidp  all  of  his  cfioits  fall 

'  and  Iweled  him  a  in  love  wim  his  bdoved  home- 
religious  element."  land.  He  longs  for  foreigners  to 


for  honoral 


lous  Sras  fiunily  and  friends  had  understand  China's  cumue,  her 
ther  expected  a  trial  to  take  {rfaoe  in  history,  her  many  proud  acoorn- 
Mve  June;  markinff  the  end  of  three  frfishmenta;"  Sharpe  said.  Jim  A.  Lindse 

ned  mondis  of  aetention  widiout  Fu,  China  Aid's  president,  August  24  at  hi 
Aid  diatges.  No  such  trial  took  (^ace.  strongly  ccmdemnea  Beijing  Coneeville.  He  w 
ease  In  August  audiorities  audioriDes  for  their  cruel  and  Baptist  Minister  v 
moved  Shi  from  die  Beijing  unjust  treatment  of  Sht  the  pastor  of  Union  V 
ters  Municipal  Public  Security  human  ri^its  group  said  in  a  m  Lafayette  Coi 
itin-  Bureau  back  to  die  Haidian  news  release;  arul  he  urged  them  Rena  Chun^  in  V 
;ov-  District  Detention  Center  where  to  release  Shi  as  soon  as  possible  for  12  years,  Lo 
lese  he  was  held  after  his  first  arrest  to  avoid  international  pressure.  Qarksdale  for  5  ye 
con-  Compass  Direct  said,  adding  Concern  about  Shi's  treatment  Church,  and 


Harritbmg  Bspdtt  Church  hwaw  you  to  join 
ui  In  caMfobtg  7S  )nm  oTofonhlp  and  mMMiyi 

Sap(ambar14^ 

GroaT  Hjfmnt  oTMtH  proitnUd  by  tht  Santuanr 
ChobandOidMaUKaoOpjii  RMapUontofolow. 


Morning  CalabraSon  Sondoaa  at  aiO  and  1 1  CO  am 
Dramatic  praaantaSon  of  tht  MMory  of  HanUburf^ 
'Tht  mW  In  Mb  aoo  pm 


ity,  and  57^000  people  signed  on 
to  urge  me  Qiiiiese  govern¬ 
ment  to  free  dw  pastor  and  his 
wife  and  to  "look  beyond  die 
physical  needs  to  also  consider 
me  deeper;  fundamental  need 


4t7S  CNSGooldn  awd.  TUptIa  Ml  MtOI  M3a42'4P17  wwwiMtrtoburgonllnt«rg 


The  Baptist  Rscoao 


Baptists  enjoy  serving  during  Democratic  National  Convention 


DENVER  (BP)  —  As 
Democrats  celebrated  the 
nomination  of  Barack  Obama 
as  their  presidential  nominee 
in  Denver,  Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  continued  at  work 
behind  the  scenes  providing 
law  enfQfceinent  per^onnd 
with  thousands' of  meals  and 
cold  drinks. 

The  effort,  called  Love 
Denver,  was  a  massive  under¬ 
taking  to  serve  nearly  10,000 
meals  a  day  to  police,  roi. 
Secret  Service,  and  fire  per¬ 
sonnel  charged  with  keeping 
the  peace  at  the  2008 
Democratic  National 

Convention  (DNC)  in  Denver 

Some  600  volunteers  were 
involved  in  the  ministry,  most 
from  local  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  but  some  from  far¬ 
ther  away.  ^ 

Volunteers  said  the  process 
of  building  relationships  with 
police  became  easier  with 
each  passing  day  as  they 
interacted  over  food  and  ice 
chests  filled  with  bottled 
water  and  energy  drinks. 
"You  could  see  the  first  day 
they  were  thinking,  to  them¬ 
selves,  'Who  are  these  peo¬ 
ple?'"  said  Pam  Erwin,  a  vol¬ 
unteer  from  Parker,  Colo., 
"but  as  the  days  have  passed, 
their  guard  has  dropp^  and 
it's  easier  to  start  conversa¬ 
tions  with  them." 

Erwin  said  she  and  her 
husband  Dave,  members  of 
First  Baptist  in  Evergreen, 
Co.,  had  several  conversa¬ 
tions  about  the  Gospel  this 
week.  "Monday  I  just  said 
hello  and  was  having  casual 
conversation  with  an  officer 
and  he  just  out  of  the  blue 
said,  'One  problem  I  have 
always  had  with  Christianity 


is  the  Trinity.'  So  we  dis¬ 
cussed  it  for  quite  some  time 
and  I  broi^ht  nim  a  book  the 
next  day.  loday,  another  vol¬ 
unteer  said  he  saw  him  read- 
ingjt." 

Cynthia  Reno  had  similar 
experiences  on  her  food-serv¬ 
ing  shifts.  Reno,  a  member  of 
Four  Way  Church  in  Lupton, 
Co.,  said  she  volunteered  as  a 
way  of  "walking  my  ministry. 
Putting  my  faim  into  action. 
They  are  overwhelmed  that 
we  would  do  this  for  them 
and  when  they  ask  why,  it's 
very  ea^  to  tell  them,"  Reno 
said.  "(W)e  started  handing 
out  peacemaker  Bibles  and 
several  of  them  were  so  glad 
to  receive  them." 

The  Bibles,  specially 
designed  for  police  officers, 
went  out  to  every  food  site 
and  quickly  became  popular 
distriDution  items. 

Reno  served  at  police  feed¬ 
ing  stations  at  the  downtown 
Marriott  hotel  and  the  library. 
Both  positions  were  strategi¬ 
cally  located  near  much  of  the 
DNC  activity.  "You  have  to  be 
sensitive  to  what  these  j^ys 
are  going  through,"  Keno 
said.  "One  day  several  of 
them  had  just  come  in  from 
managing  a  protest  and  you 
could  tell  they  were  exhaust¬ 
ed  and  really  on  edge.  They 
didn't  need  us  to  tryto  make 
conversation  then.  They  just 
needed  a  cold  drink  and  a 
chance  to  unwind." 

Many  law  enforcement 
personnel  have  expressed 
their  gratitude  for  the  service 
they  received.  "We  appreciate 
you  guys,"  officer  Jeff 
McDonald  of  the  Denver 
Police  Department  said 
amidst  a  sea  of  Love  Denver 


fluorescent  yellow  T-shirts  at 
Riverside  Church,  where  food 
was  received  and  divided  up 
for  distribution. 

McDonald  said  he  was  on 
hand  for  other  major  events, 
such  as  Pope  John  Paul  II's 
World  Youth  Day  in  J993  and 
the  Summit  of  Eight  world 
leaders'  meeting  in  1997. 
"This  is  the  first  time  we've 
had  this  kind  of  operation," 
McDonald  said  of  the  feeding 
effort.  "If  we  wanted  some¬ 
thing  to  eat  back  then,  we  had 
to  bnng  it  in  ourselves." 


Reactions  like  that  are  why 
Reno  knows  her  efforts  and 
those  of  the  other  volunteers 
will  have  far-reaching  effect. 
"They  see  something  different 
about  us,"  she  said.  "Our 
group  had  some  police  offi¬ 
cers  cheer  for  us  when  we 
walked  in  from  the  street...  I 
know  this  is  going  to  have  a 
lasting  impact." 

Each  day  volunteers  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  some  9,600 
meals,  feeding  first  respon¬ 
ders  ,  at  11  different  sites 
throughout  the  downtown 


area,  in  a  project  spearheaded 
by  local  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  the  Mile  High 
Association.  The  600  Baptist 
volunteers  worked  eight-hour 
shifts,  staffing  feeding  sta¬ 
tions  24  hours  a  day. 

More  than  $250,0(j0  worth  of 
food  and  drink  —  p>aid  for  by 
law  enforcement  agencies  — 
was  prepared  and  delivered 
during  tW  Democrats'  four- 
day  convention,  which  drew 
4,4M  delegates,  15,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  media,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  others  to  the  city. 


I  Parrish  to  join  Collegiate  Ministry  Dept 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 

Beverly  Parrish  was  selected  on 
August  26  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  to  serve 
as  associate  director  of  the  board's 
Collegiate  Ministry  Department. 

She  replaces  Christy  Carley,  who 
resigns  earlier  this  year. 

"I  am  personally  thrilled  to  have 
Beverly  coming  on  board  with  us. 

She  will  help  us  continue  ffie  tradi¬ 
tion  of  excellence  in  ffie  Collegiate 
Ministiy  Department,"  said  depart¬ 
ment  mrector  Weaver  McCrawen. 

"She  has  personally  expressed  to  me 
her  great  appreciation  and  admiration 
for  the  work  Mississippi  Baptist 
Student  Unions  are  doing  and  is  eager  to  come 
alongside  and  join  us." 

Pnor  to  her  present  position  as  associate 
director  of  Baptist  Student  Ministry  at  Texas 
A4cM  University  in  College  Station,  Texas, 
Parrish  served  as: 

•  associate  director  and  interim  director  of 
the  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford  (1999-2002)^ 

•  student  missions  intern  at  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas  in  Dallas  (199(^98). 

•  design  Intern  at  Student  Discipleship 
Ministries  in  Ft.  Worth  (1995-99). 


•  community  education  coordina¬ 
tor  at  Brazosport  College  in  Lake 
Jackson,  Texas  (1994). 

•  director  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  Alvin  Community  College 
in  Alvin,  Texas,  and  Brazosport 
College  (1993-94). 


nruoughout  her  muustiy  careei; 
she  has  exhibited  a  high  level  of  inter¬ 
est  and  commitment  to  mcAiilizing 
college  students.  Beyond  her  passion 
for  missions,  her  experience  both  on 
and  off  the  campus  has  been  exten¬ 
sive,  which  has  helped  prepare  her  for 
this  new  role,"  McCracken  said. 
Parrish,  a  native  of  Houston,  Tbxas, 
hn  holds  a  master  of  divinity  degree  ('98) 

from  Soudiwestem  Seminary  in  Ft. 
worth,  and  a  baciielor  of  arts  in  telecommunica¬ 
tions  from  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas. 

"1  am  Icxikii^  forward  to  tiie  opportunity  to 
work  witii  Mississippi  BSU  again,  especially  in  the 
area  of  missions,"  Parrish  s«d.  "THere  is  such  a 
strong  tradition  of  Mississippi  BSU  students  serv¬ 
ing  as  summer  missionaries.  1  am  honmed  to  be 
abte  to  serve  in  this  capacity  and  look  forward  to 
the  opportunity  to  continue  that  great  tradition." 

Editor's  note:  Parrish  will  begin  her  new  MBCB 
duties  on  October  15.  In  the  meantime,  she  can  be 
contacted  at  beverly9aggiebsm.OTg. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Al.  (Special)  —  was  a  dear,  personal  friend,  and  men- 
Dellanna  West  O'Brien,  age  75,  the  tor.  She  took  me  under  her  wing  as  a 
first  international  missioiuiry  to  serve  new  state  executive  director  and 
as  executive  director/ trea-  ^  n#v»r1»t»n 

surer  of  national  Woman's 
Missionary  Uition  (WMU), 
died  September  7  in  at  her 
home  in  Frisco,  Texas.  A 
massive  stroke  is  believed  to 
be  the  cause  of  death. 

"Dellarma  O'Brien  is  one 
of  die  most  amazing  women  1 
have  ever  known,"  said 
Wanda  S.  Lee,  O'Brien's  suc¬ 
cessor  as  executive 
director/ treasurer  of  WMU. 

"Sire  possessed  a  deep  love 
for  tire  Lord  and  her  family, 

and  made  countless  sacrifices  fnenci  and  supporter, 

as  she  led  WMU  through  ten  CrBrien  ^Ul  deeply  missed." 


challenging  years  in  our  denomination.  O'Brien  assumed  leadershi 
"1  will  remember  her  as  a  great  national  missions  organiza 
friend,  leader,  educator,  innovator,  1989.  In  addition  to  leading  i 
and  loving  wife  and  mother  —  but  mately  1.1  million  women,  gi 
most  of  all,  as  a  humble  and  diligent  preschoolers  in  missions  ed 
servant  of  Christ  and  his  mission.*  and  involvement,  co-ed  n 
Kay  Cassibry,  executive  director  of  materials  made  their  debut  du 
Mississippi  WMU,  said,  "When  1  tenure  and  three  new  co-ed  i 
think  of  uellanna  O'Brien,  my  first  organizations  were  begun:  A< 
thought  is  first  and  foremost  that  she  Mission,  Youth  on  Missio 


never  let  go. 

"Even  after  she  retired 
from  her  WMU  position,  we 
met  and  talked  often  and, 
every  time,  she  had  nothing 
but  encouraging  and  moti¬ 
vating  words  to  share  with 
me.  She  was  a  strong,  vision¬ 
ary  leader  who  saw  the 
needs  and  then  did  every- 
tiiing  she  could  do  to  meet 
those  needs,  in  the  most  gra¬ 
cious,  loving  ways. 

-The  WMU  family  has 
lost  a  great  leader,  but  also  a 
dear  niend  and  supporter. 

She  will  be  deeply  missed." 

O'Brien  assumed  leadership  of  the 
national  missions  organization  in 
1989.  In  addition  to  leading  approxi¬ 
mately  1.1  million  women,  girls,  and 
preschoolers  in  missions  education 
and  involvement,  co-ed  missions 
materials  made  their  debut  during  her 
tenure  and  three  new  co-ed  missions 
organizations  were  begun:  Adults  on 
Mission,  Youth  on  Mission,  and 


Children  in  Action. 

Many  of  WMU's  hands-on  missions 
initiatives  were  also  begun  under 
O'Brien's  leadership,  including:  i 

•  Volunteer  Connection,  to  plilT 
and  direct  a  volunteer  program  for 
hands-on  missions  experiences. 

•  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps,  a 
ministry  seeking  to  equip  women  for 
life  and  employment  in  a  Christian 
context. 

•  WorldCrafts,  a  ministry  that 
imports  handmade  crafts  from 
impoverished  artisans  worldwide 
and  markets  them  in  the  United 
States,  providing  these  artisans  with 
income  for  food,  shelter,  education. 


and  markets  them  in  the  United 
States,  providing  these  artisans  with 
income  for  food,  shelter,  education, 
and  medicine. 

•  Project  HELP,  which  gives  aware¬ 
ness  and  visibility  to  a  specific  social 
and  moral  issue  and  ties  in  local, 
national,  and  international  projects  to 
assist  the  church  in  addressing  the 
designated  issue. 

Bom  on  July  20,  1933,  in  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  CYBrien  earned  a  bache¬ 
lor  of  science  degree  from  Hardin- 
Simmons  University  in  Abilene, 
Texas,  in  1953,  and  worked  as  an  ele¬ 
mentary  school  teacher  from  1953-63. 


For  the  next  nine  years,  1963-71, 
she  served  with  her  husband  and  chil¬ 
dren  as  missionaries  to  Indonesia 
through  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
_4now  International  Mission  Board). 
While  there,  she  taught  English  and 
piano  at  a  seminary  in  Semarang. 

Upon  returning  to  the  united 
States,  O'Brien  pursued  graduate 
studies  and  receive  a  masters  of  edu¬ 
cation  degree  from  Texas  Christian 
University  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  in 
1972,  ana  a  doctorate  in  education 
from  Virginia  Tech  University  in 
Blacksburg,  Va.,  in  1983. 

She  also  holds  honoraiy  degrees 
from  Hardin-Simmons  Unwersify  in 
Abilene,  Texas,  University  of 
Richmond  in  Virginia,  and  Judson 
College  in  Marion,  Al. 

Author  of  four  books,  O'Brien  is 
survived  by  her  husband  of  56  years. 
Bill;  two  daughters,  Denise  Basden  of 
Frisco,  Texas,  and  Erin  Puryear  of 
Richmond,  Va.;  a  son,  William  Ross 
O'Brien  of  Dallas,  Texas;  and  six 
grandchildren. 

A  memorial  service  was  held 
September  10  at  Preston  Ttail 
Community  Church  in  Frisco,  Texas. 


Former  WMU  executive  director  O'Brien  dies  at  75 
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GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


THE  VILLAGE 


Mcmbert  of  BatUiavcn  Baptitt  Chnrch  in  Lincoln  Count 
around  campus  at  weli  at  with  otticr  projectt  and  hotted  a 


lay  for  the  residents 


Or.  Bory  Loo,  ExecutivB  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Climoa  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 

www.boptittchildronavillago.com 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Come  One,  Come  All 

Matthew  22:1-14 

By  Bobby  McKa^ 


point  and  that  the 
details  are  not  to  be 
streased.”  If  we  as  read¬ 
ers  or  teachers  of  the 
Bible  strive  to  find  an 
explanation  of  every 
.  detail  we  make  the  mis- 

ly  we  vjw  ^owed  to  take  of  treating  out  The  oiws  receiving  the  invi- 

u?  ^  this  memo-  Scripture  as  solely  alle-  tation  knew  to  be  ready  whm 

y*!  Bobby  McKay  .8“^  and  we  miss  the  they  were  beckoned  to  come  and 

of  the  generosity  and  intent  of  the  passage  to  i  . . .  ■ 

It  tlHxightfulne«  of  someone  else,  transform  our  lives. 

Upon  reading  We  wiU  examine  in  this  week's  IL  The  Invitation  _ 

les^  what  it  means  to  ^  the  With  a  better  gTMp  of  paiabks  to  took  piece^ce 
^  an  inmortant  invita-  now  fresh  on  our  mirua^  look  with  ••  •  • 

cnoiv  pnde,  and  ulti-  meattheimpoitanoeofthistas^ 
unishment  in^  It  is  apparent  that  the  kiiw  in 

Interpretatipn  m»  parable  is  representative  ofthe 

It  IS  importot  in  this  parable  Heavenly  Father  The  son  repre- 
to  realue  nut  this  is  actually  the  sents  Jesus  and  die  marriage  invi- 
^  ^  tation  is  a  oon^ielli^  pimue  on 

verse  two  different  levels.  and  fore- 
Jesus  most,  it  is  inmerative  that  we  real- 
rabies  ize  thejewisn  undertones  in  this 
.....  ,  ,  „  ct  of  stoiy.  Ovist  is  affirmmg  that  the 

responsibility  of  the  workers  in  Jews  were  God's  chosen  people. 


se  friend  was  getting  mai^  Obviously  by  now,  you 
xi  expected  and  anDdpa^  understand  me  point  Jc^  is 
invitation  to  join  the  fes-  striving  to  make.  As  the  Jews  by 

- -  in  Urg.  rticted  the  MaasiaK 

God  rnade  known  that  the  invi¬ 
tation  would  be  extended  to 
include  "those  who  were  not 
wor^."  This  not  only  indudes 
the  Gentiles  in  surrounding 
areas,  but  He  is  also  talking 
about  you  and  me!  Jesus  was 
concerned  with  a  much  wider 
scale  than  just  the  Jews  of  his 
day.  He  had  a  future  in  mind 
that  tndudes  each  of  us. 

V.  The  Imposters 
«  •  *  •  .  •  • 


A  few  years  ago  my  wife  and 
I  received  an  invitation  to  the 
inauguration  gala  for  one  of  our 

electra  officials,  f  _ 

the  invitation  we 'quickly  1^ 
some  of  our  friends  and  family 
members  know.  In  making 
preparations  to  attend  ffie  f^v-  matei 
ito,  we  gave  careful  attention  to 

each  aq^  of  die  event  and 
even  me  invitation  itself.  We 
read  die  invitation  more  than 
once 


paitidpate  in  the  banquet.  The 
great  point  we  can  see  here  is 
mat  to  be  induded  in  the  festivi- 
;  over  every- 

thirig  else  on  your  schedule, 
in.  The  Indifference 

Here  we  can  see  where  the  Verses  eleven  through 
parable  makes  an  unexpected  fourteen  should  pierce  our 
hirn.  It  was  unJieard  of  to  decline  hearts  as  believers.  Church 
an  invitation  to  a  wedding.  On  memberships  have  provided 
to  of  duit,  they  were  tivning  countless  people  wim  a  false 
dior  noses  up  at  the  king!  In  sense  of  security.  People  come 
verse  four  we  see  diat  the  king  into  our  services  every 
to  made  every  pr^radon  for  Sunday  with  the  knowledge 
his  guests.  He  provides  the  best  they  are  lost,  but  continue  To 
samfice  for  the  dinner  and  still  stay  in  their  pride  and  refuse 
"mey  paid  no  attention"  (NASB).  the  invitation  to  receive  eter- 
^  a.  Th^  were  indifferent  to  the  pro-  nal  life.  If  you  are  an 

tered  through  J®8us  Htms^  mey  were  visions  the  king  had  ofiered.  imposter,  respond  to  the  invi- 

w^n  meeting  to  inAatetion  for  salva-  Friends,  that  is  me  epitome  of  tation  given  mrough  Jesus. 

inter-  hon  and  eternal  life.  pride  ami  everyone  tot  feils  to  *  _ 

ally  a  Wedding  feasts  were  impor-  place  their  faith  and  trust  in  McKay  is  pastor  of  Oakvale 
j-able  tent  social  events  in  the  times  of  Christ  is  just  as  offensive  to  God.  Church,  Oak  VaU. 

■  notion  a  lai^  Spanish  assignment.  I  asked  a  friend  for  get  something  from  us.  He 

popul^on  m  our  a^  advice.  I  remember  entering  to  requires  sometning  of  us.  The 

and  begw  Eirelish  office  of  Dr.  George  Harrison  at  good  teacher  makes  require- 
da^.  Mary  foyre  New  Orleans  BapHst  ments  of  the  pupil.  The  wise 
Walters  holds  Bible  Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  parent  must  require  something 

studies  m  her  home  Harrison  was  gradoiis  and  of  to  child.  Christian  steward 

serving  a  light  supper  friendly  but  his  office  was  chilly,  ship  is  not  man's  plan  for  rais- 

for  those  coming  He  put  a  flannel  shirt  from  his  ing  money;  but  God's  plan  for 

around  my  shoulders.  I  raising  His  children.  God  is 

Speak  Lord  for  remember  only  one  sentence,  not  amr  dollars  for  emergen- 

Caughman  yoiu  ^^t  is  li^-  "Every  opportunity  is  not  an  des,  but  after  ChrisHans  with 
a.  Ktnn  u  Samuel  3:9b  answer."  I  didn't  accept  that  New  Testament  consdences." 

1 '  L  ,  assignment.  Uter  for  to  first  (Merrill  D.  Moore,  Broadman, 

.  L^toworf«nops  and  writ-  Hme  ever  tore  was  a  1953).  My  parents  and  both 

prospective  Writer's  sets  of  grandparents  gave  me 

.2.18-  ^phst  Sunday  School  Board  Conference"  at  Ridgecrest,  NC.  examples  of  faithfulness, 
way  (now  LifeWay)  for  nwy  ye^,  I  What  a  blessing  to  receive  "G^  empowers  His  people 
neard  Nolan  Johnson,  New  instruction  from  mature  as  we  make  a  commitnnent  to 
gleans  B^tist  Assodational  Christians.  Later,  I  wrote  Bible  serve  Him  faithfully" 

>  to  Missions  Dir^r,  challenge  curriculum  for  ten  years.  I  know  Dr.  Jimmie  Knox  pieadied  at 
■  1 .  with  a  profound  God  prepared  tot  confereiKe  for  to  frugal  of  his  wife  Patti,  call- 

ul  in  them^t.  Samuel  coulto't  distin-  me.  Clarify  divine  instructions  ing  her  "a  moi«l  compass"  for 
o  m  guishbetween  his  teacher's  voice  by  prayer;  Scripture  and  wise  him  and  their  children.  She  faith- 
and  to  voire  of  God!  Teachers  counsel  from  other  Christians.  fully  served  God  beside  her  hus- 
leard  and  preachers  carry  a  huge  Found  Faithful  was  to  title  of  band  for  56-years.  With  courage 

o _ ^  u.  a.  God-  an  old  study  course  book,  which  he  faithfully  and  confidently  fol- 

*2^  ***,™ry  Tl^gh  Jesus,  {ill  Chnstums  are  characterized  to  life  of  my  father  lowed  God's  call  to  ministo  on 
le  said,  could  do  called  to  be  priests  to  others  (1  and  paternal  grandfafiier.  J.  P.  mission  in  Pennsylvania 
dowsouprninistrywas  Peto2-9).  Mottm,  Sr.  had  marked  in  pendl  Each  new  day  is  another 

leot  us  can  do  anything  What  can  you  do  when  ordv  one  oassaee.  The  words  ooonrhmiiv  lo  faitbfiiiiv 


-  end  of  a  trilogy  of  teachii 

honored  to  be  began  in  to  twenty-eiidii 
induded.  I  rented  a  tuxedo  and  of  tfie  previous  diaptei 
Amy  spent  more  time  tom  usual  uses  the  previous  two  c 
in  preparing  for  to  big  evening. 

When  to  ni^t  came  we  were 
exdted  aiKl  for  some  unknown 
reason,  nervous.  As  we  entered 
info  to  building  tot  night  in 
downtown  Jackson  I  came  to  a 
couple  of  conclusions.  One, 
tore  is  no  such  tong  as  com¬ 
fortable  rental  shoes  and  second- 

Explore  the  Bible 

Serving  the  Lord  Faithfully 

1  Samuel  2:12;  18-26, 34-35;  3:1-1Q;  11-21;  4:1a 

By  Ginger  M.  Caughman  God.  God  called  Samuel 

arKi  empowered  him  to 
Jimmie  Knox,  nw  pastor  for  10  serve, 
years,  often  srud:  "u  yrou're  not  iis  When  Samuel's  parent: 
dose  to  God  as  you  once  were,  visited  him  {mnurOly,  Eli 
make  no  mistake  about  who  has  blessed  tom.  Hannah  ha< 
rooved!"  sons  and  two  dauj 

Senpture  promises  to  fefri-  Meanwhile  Samuel  grew 
ful  Christian,  ^The  Lord  is  ne{u’  to  to  presence  of  to  Lord" 
all  who  call  on  Him  in  truth"  26).  Did  you  notice  to 
(PSalm  145: 18  NIV).  Srimuel's  growffi  paralleL 

Are  you  faithful?  To  your  Jesus  grew/ (See  Luke  252 
spouse?  Your  family?  Your  Samuel  was  faithful 
omreh?  In  essence:  Are  you  faito  assigned  jobs  and  piepar 
ful  to  eXX)?  In  our  text,  Samuel  new  ones.  "He  whro  is  mti 
and  his  parents  provide  Biblical  small  filings  is  ^thful  a 
models  of  faithfulness  to  God.  much."  (Ltto  12:48b). 
What  can  we  leam  anew  from  Jane  Sullivan  Everett 


Cau^man  teaches  a  senior 
ladies  Sunday  School  class  at 
First  Church,  Magee. 


Tha  Baptist  Raoord  is  pisassd  to  publish  .. 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  piifoe  In  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  In  The  ^  ^  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
ten.  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standard- 
Ized  forms  folded  by  the  newspaper.  All 
artides  must  be  received  in  writing;  no 

articles  will  be  accepted  over  the  tele-  accepted.  Photograph  attachments  are 
phone.  permissible. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronical-  Please  make  artides  concise.  Indude 
ly  to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
contained  In  the  message  segment  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s 
an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  address  and  telephone  number, 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 


not  pubNahable.  Photographa  oen  not  be 
returned.  Pteass  do  not  attach  pholoe 
with  tape  or  stapiss. 

Al  news  llsms  are  subjed  to  edWrig.  and 


^  •*  photographs  are  subjed  to  cropping. 

Photographs  must  deptot  people.  No  land- 
scape-,  bdldtog-.  or  objed-ody  photographs 
wW  be  printed.  News  Hems  andfor  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
OeadNne  for  submitting  news  Is  one  week 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  prior  to  requeetad  publication  date, 
are  not  reproducible.  DigHai  photos  may  be  Artidee  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  fHe  via  either  be  published  on  a  spaoe-avallable  basis, 

(a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  Inch  floppy  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp.  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS 

and  wen-lighted.  Cell  phone  photographs  38206^)630.  FAX:  (601)  282-3330.  E-mail: 
and  other  low  resolution  Kerns  are  generially  beptistrsoordOmbcb.org. 


national  hub  for  disaster  relief 


Garaywa  serving  as 

CLINTON,  MiM.  (BP  «nd  local  Kentucky  disaater 
icports)  —  The  nidi's  warm  breeze  relief  oommunkatione 
cave  way  to  a  dnzzle  as  Kentucky  nedalist  Johniw 


iwa^  four  hours  awav.  «  »  via 

^hU^post  Souths  Baptist  disaster  %vhi 
relief  imts  routinely  handle  10,000-  my 
30,000  meals  per  day,  units  in  Hotuna  pto 
and  Baton  Rouge  will  handle  American  1 
Red  Cross  and  Salvation  Army  reouests  join 
for  110,000-150,000  meals  as  Louisiana  thr 
Gulf  Coast  reddents  without  power  pac 
sedc  food  and  refuge. 

Feeding  units  are  traveling  to  affected  sou 
areas  ffom  Arkansas,  Tennes^  Nocd\  con 
Carerfina,  South  Cai  ' 

^icinia,  ard  Kentuck 
bly  to  follow.  Many  of 

to  find  ffncAd  hr  operations  center  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.  and  volunteers  to  tiunicane-ane^^ 

winckUmaged  homes  and  downed  trees.  you  get  into  a  disaster  situation  and  and  at  r^onal  «hd to.  Anothei^  shw- 

PlaoeswSi  as  Baton  Rouge  will  be  in  you  can't  communicate,  you  can  get  in  er  units  have  provi^  vkoms  and  work- 
feeding  operations  into  next  week,  nouble,"  said  Weeterfield,  who  learned  the  „ 

Evacuees  are  still  making  use  of  didters  in  craft  more  than  30  *8®’  .  S^fyiing 

Shreveport  and  MoomSia,  La.  After  a  long  night  of  preparing  gen-  beirk  stafW  and  mobilized  by  M  ^te 

>S!S3enl8  return  home,  th.^  are  ask-  erators  and  gas  conUiners,  &ey 

“’'SL'SSte 

units  made  final  preparations  at  and  half-dozen  ^er  vehicles  began  the  Tennessee,  Oklahoma,  Souffto  Baptists 
Garaywa  for  response  to  Hurricane  215-mile  trip  to  Thibodaux.  of  Texas  Corwenho^  ^p^t  Gmeral 

Gustav,  many  Bapmt  volunteers  reflect-  Duringjflw  overall  response  to  Gitoy,  C^yerttion  ^To^,  Kmtud^  Louiaana, 
ed  on  Katr^  astorm  that  changed  Southerrf^ptists  have  d^loyed  41  Mist^ppl^^^lina,  Arizona,  New 

riiMr  mini«rrv  Uvea.  inc  units  to  prepare  and  serve  more  than  Mexico,  ard  California. 


units  aim  will 


Heavy  rains  have  hampered  relief 
efforts.  An  Arkansas  disaster  relief 
team  serving  in  Alexandria,  La., 
awoke  September  3  to  find  their  per¬ 
sonal  vehicles  flooded  and  two  indies 
of  water  in  their  food  preparation 
kitchen  unit.  None  of  the  equipment 
was  damaged,  but  personal  vehicles 
sustained  water  damage. 

Hurricane  Ike  appears  to  be  head¬ 
ing  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  after 
slamming  Cuba,  and  plans  are 
underway  to  have  Garaywa  serve  as 
an  evacuation  area  if  necessary  for 
volunteers  currently  working  disas¬ 
ter  relief  for  Hurricane  Gustav  in 
south  Louisiana. 


Embryonic  stem  cell  research  may  soon  prove  to  be  obsolete 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  results  in  the  destruction  of  the  rators,  and  the  stem  wll  dent,  exMiwive,  ethically  !*^**^5!*,,J“* 

Sdentists  continue  to  deal  tiny  human  being,  research  cqit^idty  to  acceler-  fraught  and  legally  complex  mto  other  CTllsmd  tissues,  ^v- 


being.  researdi  community  to  acceler 
is  supported  ate  research,"  Daley  said.  "The  hum 
does  not  raise  original  embryonic  stem  cell  may 
luestions.  lines  are  generic,  and  allow  acco 
stem  Cell  you  to  ask  only  basic  ques-  says 
e  Daley,  a  for-  tions.  But  diese  new  lines  are  and  coinpaasion 
it  of  the  valuable  tools  for  attacking  the 
Intemadonal  Sodety  for  Stem  root  causes  of  disease.  Our 
Cell  Research,  is  promoting  work  is  just  the 

"  studying  thoua 

eases  in  a  Petri  dish."  but  it  would  a] 

As  a  result,  Daley  and  other  tide  has  chan^ 
sdentists  have  progressed  fur-  IPSCs  game 
ther  using  reprogrammed  attention  in  November  when 
cells  "in  six  months  than  he  ’  '* 

had  in  years  toiling  over 

embryonic  stem  cells,"  _ 

accoroUw  to  BioEdge.  into  stem  cells  diat  were  effrc- 

The  Qilifomia  Institute  for  dvely  embryonic. 


Sden^ts  continue  to  deal  tiny 
blows  to  the  campaign  for  Reprogramn 
embryonic  stem  cell  researdi,  by  pro-lifers 
some  by  shifting  their  alle-  the  same  eth 
giance  to  a  more  raiical  form  of  Harvard 
experimentation  and  some  by  Institute's  G 
discovering  new  means  of  ere-  mer  pres 
ating  stem  cells  diat  do  not 
harm  donors. 

Prominent  sdentists  previ¬ 
ously  committed  to  embiyon- 
ic  stem  cell  research  (EsCR)  reported 
apparently  have  shifted  their  " 
attention  away  from  that 
method  to  the  reprogram¬ 
ming  of  stem  cells. 

Reprogramming  involves  the 
conversion  of  normal  human 
cells  into  stem  cells  that  are, 
in  effect,  embryonic  in  nature. 

Meanwhile,  Japanese 
researchers  announced  on 
Augiut  22  diey  had  created 
stem  cells  widi  me  properties  of 
embryonic  ones  fi^  the  wis¬ 
dom  teedi  of  a  10-year-old  girl-  -  „  •  f 

The  developments  seem  to  juvenile  diabetes,  Parkinson  s 
prm^e  furdier  evidence  diat  disease,  and  Down  syndrome, 
advances  in  such  therapies  can  according  to  the  journal  Cell, 
be  accomplished  without  die  BioEdge  reported, 
unethical  step  of  extracting  "We  wanted  to  produce  a 
stem  cells  from  a  five-  or  six-  large  number  of  direase  mod- 
day-old  entoryo,  an  action  diat  els  for  ourselves,  our  collabo- 


kn  embryonic  stem  rells  iM  hope  for  the  develcwment 
be  drawing  to  a  close,"  otcures  for  a  variety  of  diseases 
rding  to  BioEdge,  whi<^  and  other  ailments, 
it  seeks  to  promote  ethics  November's  reports  were 
__‘  im  medicine.  issued  only  days  ajfter  cloning 
BioetHics  specialist  Wesley  pioneer  Ian  Wiunut  startled  die 
Smito  wrote  of  the  develop-  scientific  world  by  announcing 
ing  for  ments  on  his  weblog,  'll  may  he  had  abandoned  research,  or 
if  dis-  not  yet  be  a  full  fledged  exodus»  dierapeutic,  cloning  in  favor  of 

■*  ■  die  die  r^rogramming  mediod. 
illy.  News  of  reseandi  showing 
vide  wisdom  teeth  can  be  used  to 
i  create  embryonic-like  stem 
and  cells  came  from  scientists  at 
con-  Japan's  National  Institute  of 
oelis  Advanced  Industrial  Science 
and  Tedmology. 

"This  is  a  significant  step  in 
two  ways,"  research  team 
leader  Hajime  Ogushi  told  die 


Reprogrammed  srem  cells  are 
also  known  as  induced 
pluripotent  stem  cells  (IPSCs). 

Oiuy  diree  years  ago,  Daley 
testified  before  a  U.S.  Senate 


conomittee  diat 
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